PAMPAS

2718

PANAMA

The sound receives the waters of the Neuse
and Pamlico rivers and contains valuable
oyster beds.

PAM'PAS, the name usually applied to
the great plains of South America, but espe-
cially to the grass-covered plains of Argen-
tina. During the rainy season, these plains
are covered with vegetation, and they provide
pasturage for large herds of cattle and sheep.
The name is a Spanish word meaning plain.

PAN, the chief woodland divinity in Greek
classical mythology. As the god of flocks and
herds, he was originally represented as an
old man with two horns, pointed ears, a
goat's beard, a goat's tail and hoofs. He was
believed to be the son of Mercury and to
have been named by the gods. The worship of
Pan was well established, particularly in Ar-
cadia. Pan invented the syrinx, or pandean
pipes.

PANAMA, pahnamalif, the capital and
chief city of the republic of Panama, on the
south coast of the isthmus, on Panama Bay.
As the harbor is shallow, trade is carried on
chiefly through the terminal port of Balboa,
constructed by the United States. Panama
was founded in 1519, but its importance dates
from the completion of the Panama Railroad
in 1855, of which the city is the Pacific ter-
minus. Up to 1904 the inhabitants were al-
most entirely supported by the inter-oceanic
commerce over the railroad, but since the lat-
ter date canal operations by the United States
government have contributed many addition-
al advantages (see PAHAMA CANAL).

Formerly the climate was considered very
unhealthful for all except natives, and be-
cause of the lack of proper sanitary condi-
tions the inhabitants suffered greatly from
fevers and malaria. In 1904 the United
States government took possession of the
Panama Canal Zone, of which the city is geo-
graphically a part. By treaty between the
United States and the republic of Panama,
the former installed systems of waterworks
and drainage and was given full authority in
matters of sanitation in the city, but with no
other jurisdiction within its limits. The Sani-
tary Corps of the United States army has
made Panama a- healthful place of residence.

Panama has a large cathedral, several eon-
vents, Jesuit college, the national university,
the national theater, a government palace and
a municipal building*. All government build-
ings are modern. Two miles inland are the
largest hotel on the isthmus and also the gen-

eral hospitals for canal operatives. There is a
fairly extensive commerce, the imports being
four times the value of the exports; the for-
mer include cotton goods, coal, flour, silk and
rice; the latter, bananas, rubber, ivory nuts,
gold and hides. Population, 1930, 82,827.

PANAMA, ISTHMUS OF; the strip of land
which connects North and South America.
Its general direction is east and west. It is
also called the Isthmus of Darien. At its
narrowest point it is only thirty-one miles
wide. See PANAMA, REPUBLIC OF; PANAMA
CANAL.

| AN AHA, REPUBLIC OF, a
small country occupying
nearly all of the narrow
isthmus joining North
and South America. At
the beginning of the year
1903 it was a province of
Colombia, a republic in
the extreme northwestern
part of South America.
In November of that year
it declared its independ-
ence because of the re-
fusal of the Colombian
Senate to ratify a treaty
with the United States
providing for the excava-
tion of a waterway across the isthmus. This
LG'don on the part of Panama made possible
the construction of the great Panama Canal,
the most remarkable engineering feat of mod-
ern times. The country of Panama extends
nearly east and west between Colombia and
the Central American state of Costa Rica.
The Caribbean Sea, an arm of the Atlantic,
bounds it on the north, and the Pacific Ocean
washes its southern coast. It is about 480
miles long and from 31 to 118 miles wide.
The area, 32,380 square miles, is nearly equal
to that of the state of Maine.

Physical Features. The surface over most
of the country consists of hills and low moun-
tains whose slopes are densely covered with
trees. There is no regular arrangement of
ranges, except in the west near the boundary
line. Here the mountains are grouped into
systems. The western part, too, is diversi-
fied by several lofty volcanoes long since
burnt out The largest drainage basin, be-
tween the Colombian boundary and the Gulf
of Panama, is that of the Tuyra River, which
empties into the Pacific. The central part
is drained by the Bayano; west of this stream

